Life Group Questions
Based on Sermon 27th May 2018 – Living Above The Law
Matthew 5:17–20 (NIV)

“Do not think that I have come to abolish
the Law or the Prophets; I have not come
to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For
truly I tell you, until heaven and earth
disappear, not the smallest letter, not the
least stroke of a pen, will by any means
disappear from the Law until everything is
accomplished. 19 Therefore anyone who
sets aside one of the least of these

commands and teaches others accordingly
will be called least in the kingdom of
heaven, but whoever practices and
teaches these commands will be called
great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell
you that unless your righteousness
surpasses that of the Pharisees and the
teachers of the law, you will certainly not
enter the kingdom of heaven.

Jesus, when He refers to the Law or the Prophets, is referring to their writings under the inspiration
of the Holy Spirit in what we call the Old Testament.
Question 1a: Describe your attitude to the Old Testament at this point in your life?
Question 1b: Has your attitude to the Old Testament changed during your life time?
Question 1c: Is your attitude to the Old Testament different than your attitude to the New
Testament?
It was mentioned on Sunday that the Old Testament has often been misinterpreted and misapplied
and an example of that is Christians who went on war Crusades based on war being declared on
pagan nation in the Old Testament.
Question 2a: What are some other misinterpretations or misapplications of the Old Testament?

Jesus was fulfilment of many types and prophecies of the Old Testament, and He obeyed the Old
Testament law perfectly
Question 3c: How does this understanding of Jesus deepen our praise and worship of Him?

When Jesus says in verses 18 &19 that the law won’t pass away for now. He was saying the OT is
inspired, authoritative and relevant.
Question 4a: From what you know of the Old Testament, how does it inspire our faith and godliness?
Question 4b: From what you know of the Old Testament, how does it give us a fuller understanding
of God’s plan of redemption?
Question 4c: From what you know of the Old Testament, how does it give a clearer understanding of
the character of God

Jesus said our righteousness should surpass the righteousness of the Pharisees.
Question 5a: Talk about the implication of this statement and the problem this would pose to the
hearers on the mount and even to us?
Philippians 3:8–9 (NIV)
What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is
through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith.
Question 5b: How does this piece of scripture add understanding to what Jesus was saying?
Question 5c: Pray together thanking God that our acceptance by Him is not based upon my own
righteousness but upon His that he gives to us!!

Richard Foster – a significant writer on Christian living refers to a church billboard with a picture of
Jesus holding out a Bible to all. Foster points out that it is the wrong way around and that the
picture should be of a Bible holding Jesus out for all to see.
Discuss the implications of this idea for us in our lives and our Church.

