Life Group Questions
Matthew 7:13–29 (NIV)

“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide
is the gate and broad is the road that
leads to destruction, and many enter
through it. 14 But small is the gate and
narrow the road that leads to life, and
only a few find it. 15 “Watch out for false
prophets. They come to you in sheep’s
clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious
wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize
them. Do people pick grapes from
thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17
Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit,
but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good
tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree
cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that
does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire. 20 Thus, by their fruit
you will recognize them. 21 “Not everyone
who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but only the one who
does the will of my Father who is in
heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that
day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in

your name and in your name drive out
demons and in your name perform many
miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I
never knew you. Away from me, you
evildoers!’ 24 “Therefore everyone who
hears these words of mine and puts them
into practice is like a wise man who built
his house on the rock. 25 The rain came
down, the streams rose, and the winds
blew and beat against that house; yet it
did not fall, because it had its foundation
on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears
these words of mine and does not put
them into practice is like a foolish man
who built his house on sand. 27 The rain
came down, the streams rose, and the
winds blew and beat against that house,
and it fell with a great crash.” 28 When
Jesus had finished saying these things, the
crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29
because he taught as one who had
authority, and not as their teachers of the
law.

The Conclusion to the Sermon on the Mount
1. Two Gates 7:13-14
a. Wide/Narrow, Destruction/Life, Many/Few
2. Two Trees 7:15-20
a. Be an active agent of God’s blessing
3. Two Claims 7:21-23
a. About acting righteously towards others
4. Two Builders 7:24-27

1. What would you say to a person who says they don’t like Christianity because it is narrow,
restrictive and exclusive?

2. In talking about the Narrow/Wide gate, Tim Keller makes the point that what looks so inviting
and inclusive and free is the broad way which ends up narrow, restrictive and deathly.
a. How do you see this working out in peoples lives
b. How do people get so deceived by the broad road?
3. Keller also makes the point that the narrow gate looks so hard and restrictive and exclusive but
ends up wide, spacious and free
a. What could this be referring to?

4. In verses 21-23 Jesus contrasts two people who make two different claims. Those who claim
Jesus is Lord but don’t back it up with actually living a life with Jesus as Lord.
a. Jesus indicates two things that can be substitutes to submitting to the Lordship of Christ.
These are good things so how can these things get in the way?
b. Jesus seems to be highlighting that faith can be genuine or fake. How do we know the
difference in our own lives?
c. What do you find is the greatest hindrance to really submitting to Jesus as Lord in your
life?

5. In verses 24-27 Jesus speaks of two builders who build on different foundations.
a. If the storm is a metaphor for the final judgement how do we ensure we have built our
lives on a solid foundation?

6. Read the response to the sermon n verses 28-29
a. Why do you say the response if and acceptable or unacceptable response.
b. What should be our response to this or any sermon we hear from God’s word?

