Life Group Questions
Based on Sermon 20th May 2018 – That The World May Know
Matthew 5:16-20 (NIV)

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the
salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made
salty again? It is no longer good for
anything, except to be thrown out and
trampled underfoot. 14 “You are the light
of the world. A town built on a hill cannot
be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a

lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they
put it on its stand, and it gives light to
everyone in the house. 16 In the same way,
let your light shine before others, that
they may see your good deeds and glorify
your Father in heaven.

The sermon on the mount is a sermon given by Jesus Christ himself, our Lord and saviour
Question 1a: Reflecting on this truth how does knowing this change the way it is read?
Question 1b: How does missing this or forgetting this effect our reading of this

Verse 13 begin “You are the salt of the earth”
Question 2a: Who is the you Jesus is referring to?
Question 2b: How does this cause us to look at the characteristics of the beatitudes to understand
what Jesus is getting at here?

Verse 13 talks about how we are the “salt of the earth”. There is much debate about this but on
Sunday we learned that the context pretty much clues us in to what this means. That is that the
reference of salt losing its saltiness (impossible in a chemistry sense) by becoming impure with
contaminants suggests Jesus had in mind the most common usage of the day. Adding taste to food,
preserving food for a time and generating thirst. So taking these three ideas …..
Question 3a: As beatitude kind of people how do we add taste to people in our part of the earth?
Question 3b: Picking one of the beatitudes, how could living that out in our lives cause people to
become interested or intrigued with our lives and what drives us?
Question 3c: Practically speaking how can we individually preserve our culture by authentically living

out the beatitudes?
Question 3d: Relate an example you know of a sincere godly person who had an impact of his/her
culture?
Question 3d: How can the collective church body have a better preserving influence on kiwi society?

Just as salt loses its saltiness by being contaminated in such a way that it loses its distinctiveness …
Question 4a: What are the attitudes that cause us to lose our distinctiveness in the world?
Question 4b: We are all battling a way to live out our Christian lives as best we can. Looking back in
your life what are the ways that tend to cause you to lack distinctiveness in your world?
Question 4c: What areas of your life might the Holy Spirit be leading you to become a more
distinctive Christian?

On Sunday we had a very simple illustration of how darkness has no effect on light but light dispels
darkness
Question 5a: What do you think Jesus was getting at keeping in mind His call to the beatitudes?

Question 5b: How does being a light in the world give us meaning and purpose?

Jesus said “let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your
Father in heaven”
Question 6a: What are some of the ways that we can do what is being said by Jesus?
Question 6b: To take this seriously will take sacrifice …. What needs to be sacrificed in your life for
this be true of you?
Question 6c: What is one sacrifice you can make for someone else this week that could be
considered letting your light shine?

